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Excessive bail shall not be required, 
nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel 
and unusual punishments inflicted.

What is the 8th amendment? 



Powell was arrested and charged with public 
intoxication under Texas penal code 
provision Art. 477. Powell went to trial at 
Corporation Court in Austin, Texas.  Powell 
argument was that he was a chronic 
alcoholic therefore he could not be arrested 
because it would violate the 8th amendment. 
He was found guilty and fined $50. 

Background 



Powell then went again to court. He went County Court 
of Travis County. He then again argued that the 
punishment was violating the eight admendment. 
Powell said he was being punished for being a 
Chiricahua alcoholic. The judge ruled that the disease 
was not a defense to the violation, so he was guilty 
and fined $50



So Powell vs Texas then go to the United States 
Supreme Court. The Supreme Court ruled that 
the criminalization of public intoxication 
did not violate the eight amendment. The 
final vote was 5-4. 



Before and after a chronic 
alcoholic him/her first 
drink and lose movement, 

they are capable of making 
the decision to drink in 
private or remove them 

selfs from public setting. 

Medical point of view 



Therefore, chronic alcoholic can 
not shield him, because Powell 
failed to take precautions 
against committing his crime.
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